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SITE CONCEPTS
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Solar System Website

Color Psychology

Ocean Infographic Website

This idea will feature a model of the solar system on the home page, with every planet, as well as 

the sun itself being clickable. The sun and each planet will take the user to a page containing info 

about each planet (as well as its moons, where relevant). The bulk of my research on will be done 

NASA’s website. The planets and the sun will all be hand-illustrated for each individual planet and 

sun “profi le” pages.

This website would seek to educate designers about and be a valuable resource on color 

psychology. Colors and their psychological eff ects will be covered, and users will be able to 

interact with the website (changing the color scheme), demonstrating color psychology concepts.

This idea is in the same vein as the solar system website. Instead of a model solar system, this site 

would showcase the Earth’s ocean, split into diff erent levels of depth, with information about each 

level and life within. The user will scroll downwards through the ocean rather than clicking on any 

particular objects (though that possibility is not being excluded just yet). In a sentence, this site 

would be an interactive, scrollable info graphic.
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COMPETITOR 
ANALYSIS



solarsystem.nasa.gov

Overview

Products/Features

S.W.O.T. Analysis

NASA’s devoted solar system website is an exhaustive and up-to-date repository of information 

about the solar system, including the sun, the planets, asteroid belt, Kuiper belt and much more. 

NASA provides an excellent resource for anyone, be it adults or children, on the solar system and 

all of its components.

STRENGTHS

 • NASA is the leader in space exploration and innovation

 • comprehensive, detailed and accurate

WEAKNESSES

 • pages sometimes take a little longer to load or only load partially at fi rst

 • some color combinations make it a little diffi  cult to read

OPPORTUNITIES

 • branch out with more varied visual styles of illustration or rendering.

THREATS

 • other solar system websites and applications

 • Wikipedia
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Solar System

solarsystemscope.com

Overview

Products/Features

S.W.O.T. Analysis

Solar System Scope is an interactive model of the solar system that the user may freely rotate and 

click on, with pop up boxes containing information about body.

Solar System Scope is a nice, interactive introduction to the solar system with interactions that can 

be customized. It is a good bite-sized option for learning about the solar system. 

STRENGTHS

 • easy to visualize the planets in their respective places

 • ability to play/pause planet rotations and orbits

WEAKNESSES

 • information is not as comprehensive as NASA

 • planet and sun modals sometimes have low resolution

OPPORTUNITIES

 • update planet models as NASA releases new photos.

 • partnership with NASA to improve comprehensiveness

THREATS

 • NASA’s solar system website

 • other solar system applications with more detailed visuals
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PERSONAS



I mage by GraphicStock

Primary Persona

Age: 11 years old

Marital Status: Single

Education: Middle school student 

Occupation: Full-time public school student

Income: $50 weekly allowance

Lisa is very curious and passionate about science in general, but none more so than astronomy. 

She is a very big fan of Neil deGrasse Tyson and Bill Nye the Science Guy, having watched every 

episode on Netfl ix. Lisa is not entirely sure what career path she wants to take just yet, but intends 

to learn as much about space and space travel as she can. She often fantasizes about setting foot 

on other planets.

Lisa hears about the site from a classmate and decides to check it out when she gets home after 

school. She navigates to the site by using Google and proceeds to explore the site for a while 

clicking on each planet and reading about it. She is especially interested in an amused by the 

orbits page with animated planet orbits. Lisa visits the site a few more times over the next weeks 

and is inspired to more of her own research and clicks one of the several NASA links located 

throughout the site. 
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Biography

Melissa Fitzgerald
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Fun and exciting to browse

Quick access to all pages

Bite-sized information

Diff erent experiences on diff erent devices

Provide links to more comprehensive information

By combining a watercolor painted eff ect on top of hand-drawn illustrations with parallax scrolling 

and responsiveness, the user’s interest will be captured and held until they decide to consume 

the content provided.

A universal navigation bar that will allow the user to click through to all of the various site pages 

will be present. The menu will be responsive  as the screen size is reduced.

Given that the primary goal of this site is to provide an introduction to the solar system, the 

information is not intended to be encyclopedic or overwhelming. To accomplish this, the site will 

cover just some very basic, but intriguing facts about each planet, as well as the Sun.

By making the layout adjust and change based on the screen width, the users will be encouraged 

to view the site on a variety of devices.

Links will provided to NASA’s own solar system website with several hyperlinks spread throughout 

the site. It will be left up to the user how much information they wish to consume. The site is more 

of a “foot in the door“ storybook journey than a research database for more scholarly pursuits.
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Diff erent layouts for diff erent device widths.

Universal navigation bar/menu.

A scrolling parallax to give the users a sense of depth as they scroll.

Individual profi le pages for each planet (including Pluto) and the Sun.

Colorful watercolor style illustrations that mimic those of a storybook.
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The website will use several media query breakpoints to take advantage of diff erent device widths, 

including desktop, tablet and phone sizes. Smaller layouts will be simpler, and larger layouts will 

be more complex with more detailed user interactions.

There will be an easily accessible menu that can be interacted with from every page. The user will 

be able to navigate to any page from any other page.

Each planet, as well as the Sun, will have its own profi le page containing information specifi c to it. 

The information will be organized into collapsible accordion sections using CSS and jQuery.

The home page will feature a multi-layered star fi eld background containing diff erent levels of 

depth and scroll speed. The parallax eff ect will be maintained across all device widths.

All space related graphics will be hand-drawn, and then colored digitally to resemble an illustrated 

storybook with a watercolor aesthetic.
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Type Study
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Equable

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz

ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUVWXYZ
abcdefghijklmnopqrstuvwxyz

Raleway

Equable was chosen for it’s playful, slightly imperfect aesthetic. It looks as though 

it could be found in a children’s storybook, and so it pairs well with the watercolor 

illustrations. Equable will be used for titles, headers, and names.

Raleway has a nice uniform spacing and sizing to it. It will mostly be used for body 

copy, descriptions and hyperlinks. Raleway will displayed in Medium for body 

copy and Regular for hyperlinks.
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Color Study

14

Black is very readable and simple, yet will provide plenty of contrast without being too distracting 

and taking attention away from other colors. Black will primarily be used for descriptions, and body 

copy. Black will provide good contrast to the teal that was also chosen.

Though teal and black were the only two colors chosen with specifi c purposes, several colors 

will be used. Each planet, as well as the Sun, has it’s own designated color, as represented by the 

animated orbit diagram. Each “profi le“ page will be based around each planet’s assigned color, but 

all pages will still reserve a certain amount of unity in their layout and certain colors that will be 

present on all pages.

Teal will be the main accent color and will pair nicely with black to create some color contrast. 

Black and teal will be used together primarily for site navigation and animated planet labels as the 

user hovers over them.

RGB: 0, 0, 0

RGB: 2, 184, 189

Black

Other Colors

Teal

Hex: #000000

Hex: #02b8bd
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Planet Sketches 1

Solar System
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Planet Sketches 2

Solar System
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FINAL LOGO
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Home Page

1 2 3

4
5

6

1. Slide out menu. It will link to any page in the site.

2. Animated slide out label for the Sun. 

3. Illustration of the Sun. It will link to the Sun’s profile page.

4. Illustration of Mercury. It will link to Mercury’s profile page. 

5. Animated slide out label for Mercury.

6. Illustrated deep space background. Will contain multiple levels of parallax.
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Mobile Home Page

1. Slide out navigation menu.

2. Sun illustration.

3. Mercury illustration.

4. Venus illustration .

5. Earth illustration.   

6. Background illustration. 

Solar System
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Profile Page

1. Slide out navigation menu.

2. The main sun/planet profi le illustration.

3. Collapsible accordion sections containing relevant information. All sections are collapsed.

4. Illustrated background.

Solar System
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Mobile Profile Page

1. Slide out navigation menu.

2. The main sun/planet profi le illustration. 

3.  Illustrated background.

4. Collapsible accordion sections. Top two sections are open for demonstration of layout.

Solar System
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Orbit Diagram Page

1. Slide out navigation menu.

2. Animated orbit diagram. The largest center circle is the Sun, and the smaller, spread out circles 

are the planets, including Pluto (which is a dwarf-planet). Concentric circles are representations 

of the orbit paths for the planets.

3. Illustrated background..

Solar System
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Home Page
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Mobile Home Page
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Profile Page
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Mobile Profile Page
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Orbit Diagram Page
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Mobile Orbit Diagram Page

Solar System
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Solar System

1. Slide out navigation menu.

2. The main sun/planet profi le illustration.

3. Collapsible accordion sections containing relevant information. All sections are collapsed.

4. Illustrated background.
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All artwork created and illustrated by Nathan Shuck


